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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

A very warm welcome to the AAABG’s coming
of age meeting, the 21st conference in Lorne,
Victoria. Previous Victorian conferences have
been held in Melbourne in 1981, 1991 and 2003
but this time we hope you enjoy a chance to visit
the Great Ocean road, a famous tourist
destination, and enjoy a swim in the pleasantly,
cool and refreshing Southern ocean!

The scientific program reports a wide variety of
research and I trust contains much of interest to
everyone. We have reached the stage where
genomic selection is no longer novel and is being
imbedded in traditional breeding programs. There
is still much to do to get the most out of DNA technology and I hope the
conference helps a little to push this topic forward.

Since the first conference in 1979, AAABG has established itself as the premier
meeting of Australian and New Zealand scientists working on the genetic
improvement of livestock. It has always been intended that AAABG was also an
opportunity for scientists and breeders to meet and discuss livestock breeding.
However, over the years the number of conferences covering this field has
increased and it is not obvious how to structure the conference to meet both
objectives. I hope you will come to the OGM to discuss how AAABG should
proceed in the future.

I wish to thank the sponsors who have supported the conference, allowing us to

invite several overseas speakers and the conference organisers ASN and
especially to thank the committee who have organised the Lorne meeting.

Mike Goddard
President, AAABG 2015
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CITATION OF PAPERS

Papers in this publication should be cited as appearing in the Proceedings of the Association for
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REVIEWERS and SECTION EDITORS

All papers, invited and contributed, were subjected to peer review by two referees.

We acknowledge and thank those people listed below for their work in reviewing the papers (and
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