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There is an urgent need for adequate perfornunce recording services 

for sheep breeders in Australia. These services oan assist ram breeders and 

ram buyers by providing: 

- objeottve production data to assist the breeder in his seleations 

and/or putchasas 

- adjustaent foE known snvitoaalentai affects to provide more accur- 
ats est4smtsd~braediog vsluos 

- uhifmmihy in-ouhgut to.assist in uadazstanding. intwpretation 
and application of results 

- a facility for recording and handling breeding.racords and prod- 

uction data. 

Fbe,pmadupkiom traits of wrtanoe vb#ch nae# to be aocommodated 
in a p~foSi%Wnce recording rrchrme Eooz meat; ghrrp inolude: 

- growth to various ws from weaning to about 15 months; 
- ewe reproduction which needs to be cumulated over years; 
- other traits and comments, eg. greasy fleece weight, fat depth. 

/' 

A natiomal perSmrm&mae marding +chame+.for maat abeep needs to be 

operated and managed by a central organisation. Strong technical resource 

backup for the schema neada to 4n:pnoviW-ta enamre~t!ha gene& aeundnesa 
of procedures being undertaken as well as to update these procedures from 

time to tima. ., 
i 

Bmraru& be clorrr -eratim oad immlvoeat of stats depart- 
mental advl;aorT ##xv&eas ff t&m;- ia toha~spcaaafuLiy faplwented 

and operate effectively. Advantage must be taken of recent advances in 

the.trehaology of elaotronic'bnammfer ef data. ‘Fhis Will re&o% ooats, 

data errors and turnaround time which are al.1 critical to aw@oaaSful adopt- 
ion by the breeder. The developing computer network systems of the various 

Departments of Agriculture should be used to facilitate this and alaa gnmv- 
ide a focus for advisory programs associated with the scheme. 

Day to day operational and computer @nata would ba! met by partic- 

ipating breeders. Costs associated with technical backup, educational and 

advisory programs would largely be met by State Departments and possibly 
industry funds. 
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