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Iuportation of the Ronsuara breed of cattle has been recoumnded 
by the Aniual Production Comittee, (Anon. 19791 and supported by many 
Australian beef producerm uho hava visited the Republic of South Africa 
(RsA) and beea iupreseed by the breed. The Rsluoat Rad's origin in uany 
ways parallels that of the Sonsuara. Both braads are by-products of 
research breeding programs, are based on the Africander, Xereford and 
Shorthorn breeda, and have fialy s&raced objeotive selection. In an 
international cooperativa trial, performnoa data on the tuo breads is 
being oollectsd in a range of environwnts in RSA'to establish whether my 
differ sufficiently to uarrant the iuportation of the Bonsura; 

During 1980, samsR from mix 18 uonth old Belmmt Red hulls from 
the CSIRD Rel&mt herd was sent to ths Animal and Dairy Research Institute, 
RSA. A second consignuent of a wide sauple of Rsluout and industry balls 
has been despatched this year for the second phase of the project. 
musuarasauaa caus frou sires of the State herdandindustry bards. SePen 
fra the two breeds v#as used in firs crossbred herds in four locations 
chosen to represent se&-artd Worthem ~!a*), nub-humid (Bush veldt, humid 
(La ueldd) aad cool (Ri@ veldl cliaates. Rutritional level and disease 
and parasite loads vary considerably batueen loeationa. Ratings of the 
original sires wera uada over three years. 

To data only birth and weaning weights have been received from the 

Sush veld, Lou veld and Hi* veld and preliuinary analyses of these data 
has been carried out. Tha least sguares man0 of weights frou t*o calf 
drops are given in Table 1. Rerd-year ueans for birth weight ranged from 
34.6 to 39.6 kg and for waaning ueight frou 194 to 227 kg. The breed 
effect and breed x herd-year interaction wars not signifiaant indicating 
that the growth rate of the two breeds was similar in the different 
enviromaants. In these analyses, sirs x herd-year interactions uen not 
significant. Purther data on post-uaaning grouth, carcass characteristics 
and reproduction is auaited. 



Table 1 : Least aguares mans for birth and uaaning nighta of Eicm8mra and 
Belmont Red aired progeny i >. ,‘I ‘.j ;;\ T’,i_ ;,’ I , i i 

4,, it AI. t ,,’ -: ; in,;‘i: 

sire Breed 1~0. of animla Birth weight (kg) 200 day man& wight (kg) 

1 '37.1- 
j. t . : : _,, h. 

Bonemara 251 251 t, , 
Belmont Red 148 37.9 210 

It has generally been aeeumed by induetry, and often by ecientiete 
that the genetic base of Australia's beef cattle population is smll, and 
that tiportation of new genetic mterial will invariably be beneficial. 
Auetralia hu therefore been an importer, at great expenee, of generally 
unteeted beef cattle genotypes and sirem, with in mst instanoea the only 
real beneficiaries being the entrepreneurs. 

fiis relatively inexpensive trial Matrates that valid breed 
and sire evaluation8 can be of great value to the industries.jid~~l 
exporting and importing aruntries. The application of this mdel for the 
e*r&u4$Sa of o#m’~o&qpm.1L MSiGfa is mlrsea+iybdkqElwaoegated. 
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