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DAIRY CATTLE GENE FLOW AS FROZEN SEMEN FROM DOMESTIC BULLS AT
AUSTRALIAN A.B. CENTRES

K.A. Rathie

Division of Dairying and Fisheries, Department of Primary Industries,
161 Breakfast Creek Road, Newstead, Qld. 4006

As part of the Australian Dairy Herd Improvement Scheme'’s project
Cl (i), a study was undertaken into gene flows in dairy bull breeding in
the four Australian States with organisational (as opposed to individual
farm) bull breeding schemes.

Sample data are doses of semen despatched from A.B. Centres, with
deletion of semen used in official progeny test schemes, or semen sold
overseas, or semen which derives from another A.B. Centre. Only one of the
two Victorian A.B. Centres was represented and only the major New South
Wales Centre.

For New South Wales the data relates to the months of January,
February, May, June, September and October of 1980 and for Queensland, it
relates to the seven months up to 31 January, 1981. For Tasmania and
Victoria it relates to the year ending 31 December, 1980. The relative
breeding values given in the Table are those released to farmers at the
commencement of the data sampling period, as their semen selections were
presumably based on information current at the time of purchase.

Table 1 reveals the predominant use of proven bulls in all States
except Tasmania, and that bulls of better than average sales team merit
tend to be used more widely than others, despite the disincentive of
higher semen prices for such bulls.
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